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six hundred Indians and three hundred French
coming from the fort. The English maintained a
close formation where they were, but the French
and Indians immediately spread out on their flanks,
lying behind trees and logs which provided rests
for their rifles and security for their bodies. This
strategy decided the day. The English were shot
down like cattle in a pen, and out of about fifteen
hundred only four hundred and fifty escaped. The
French and Indian loss was not much over fifty.

This defeat of Braddock's force has become one
of the most famous reverses in history; and it
was made worse by the conduct of Dunbar who
had been left in command of the artillery, baggage,
and men in the rear. He could have remained
where he was as some sort of protection to the
frontier. But he took fright, burned his wagons,
emptied his barrels of powder into the streams,
destroyed his provisions, and fled back to Fort
Cumberland in Maryland. Here the governors
of Pennsylvania and Virginia as well as the Penn-
sylvania Assembly urged him to stay. But deter-
mined to make the British rout complete, he soon
retreated to the peace and quiet of Philadelphia,
and nothing would induce him to enter           the

terrible forests of Pennsylvania.